MARYSVILLE AND SURROUNDS – FUNDING GUIDELINES
Objectives of the Marysville and Surrounds Events Program

The objectives of the Program are outlined in the following key result areas:

· Increase the number of visitors to the Marysville and Surrounds region.

· Enhance the quality of experience of these visitors.
· Enhance the branding and reputation of the region as a tourism destination.
Tourism Victoria will manage the funding process associated with the allocations to support appropriate events being held within Murrindindi Shire from 1 July 2011 to 30 June 2014.

The focus of the program is to assist events that are not only financially viable, but are also able to generate visitation to the area. It is also expected that the events receiving support will complement the regional calendar of events so that there is a spread of tourism and community events across the region throughout the year.

Event Structure

Tourism Victoria has categorised events that will be considered for funding in the following way:

· Tier 1 Events - @ approximately $20,000 each.

These events are considered major events that not only complement the tourism strengths of the region, but also have the capacity to attract national and intrastate visitation on an annual basis. They will also most likely have secured support from a variety of partners, including local government.

· Tier 2 Events – @ up to $10,000 each.

These events are considered medium-sized events that have the capacity to attract intrastate visitation, including significant numbers from Melbourne, on an annual basis. They will generate significant economic impacts on the local economy but may not be recognised nationally. They will have the potential to develop into events of significance for the region but need marketing and program development support in order to become major tourism events.
· Tier 3 Events – @ up to $500 each.

These events enjoy a local community significance but may not be well-known outside the local region. The program aims to support these smaller community events so that local tourism and community groups may start to further promote their region.
Process

Tier 1 Events - Applications regarding the allocation of funds should be submitted at least six months prior to the events being held. These applications will be assessed by a small panel and approved by Tourism Victoria. Funding will be normally directed towards event delivery as well as tourism marketing strategies. Letters of notification regarding funding, and the conditions of funding, will be provided as soon as possible by Tourism Victoria.

Tier 2 and Tier 3 Events - Two rounds of funding will be available for each year that the program is in operation. Applications must be received by Tourism Victoria by 1 May and 1 September each year. Tourism Victoria and Murrindindi Shire will assess the applications as soon as possible after these closing dates. Letters of notification to successful and non successful applicants will follow the assessments.
What are the eligibility criteria for assistance

Applications should address the objectives of this Program in order to be considered for funding and other related assistance. In addition to thise, reference will be made to the following as part of the assessment process:

· Financial viability of the event.
· Management capacity of the organisers.
· Type of event and relevance to regional tourism strengths.
· Economic impact and return on investment.
· Level of media coverage.
· Geographical location.
· Local community support including the Local Government support and corporate sponsorship.
· Social and community values.
· Integration with the local tourism industry.
· Timing – calendar management. O U R I S M V I C T O R I A
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Who can apply

Applicants should be incorporated bodies or local government agencies. They should also have the support of the local tourism association.
How to apply

In order for funding to be considered, a written application to Tourism Victoria is required. Assessments will then be undertaken by Tourism Victoria in consultation with Murrindindi Shire.. Applicants seeking funding from the Tier 1 category will be required to submit greater detail than those seeking funding from the other categories.

Details to be provided include the following:

· General information (details on what the event is, where and when it is to be held etc).

· Management details (including a brief overview regarding the organisation of the event).
· Budget - revenue and expenditure (including a clear indication of what Local Government support is being provided to the event).
· Marketing strategy (including marketing activities and costs).
· Tourism impact information and reference to ongoing tourism potential of the event for the region.

Successful recipients will be required to enter into a formal contract with Tourism Victoria. The contract may include the submission of progress reports and/or a post-event analysis.
Who to contact for further information

For further information, please contact Brendan Downey, Tourism Victoria’s Group Manager Events, on 9653 9883 or via email: brendan.downey@tourism.vic.gov.au.
